Editorial  by Jorrand, Philippe
Theoretical Computer Science 119 (1993) l-2 
Elsevier 
Editorial 
lnformatika’91, a symposium on “Theoretical Computer Science, Methods and 
Tools for Compilation, Program Development”, was held in October 1991 at Institut 
IMAG in Grenoble. This symposium was the fifth in a series of “Soviet-French 
Symposia” which have been jointly organized since the beginning of the 1980s. These 
symposia have been held either in France or in one of the Republics of the former 
Soviet Union. 
For the first time, in 1991, the symposium was open to countries other than France 
and the Soviet Union. The program committee of Informatika’91, jointly chaired by 
Maurice Nivat, Editor-in-Chief of Theoretical Computer Science (TCS), and Igor 
Pottosin, Director of the Institute of Informatics Systems in Novosibirsk, selected 25 
papers at a meeting held in Novosibirsk in May 1991. At another meeting held in 
Grenoble during Informatika ‘91, I was proposed to guest-edit this special issue of 
TCS, with a selected subset of these papers: they constitute a very good overview of 
the contents of the symposium. 
The Informatika symposia have proved to be an extremely valuable source 
of mutual knowledge about the research going on in France and in the Soviet 
Union, at times when it was not common practice to establish such international 
relations, even in our scientific community. I want to mention here the memory 
of Andre’i Petrovich Ershov, member of the USSR Academy of Sciences, founder of 
the research school on the theory of programming in his country. He has played 
a pioneering role for establishing relations with his colleagues abroad, especially in 
France. In addition, these symposia would never have existed without the long- 
standing support of INRIA, especially without Pierre Deransart. His never-defeated 
dedication, since the start of Informatika, even when faced with difficult political 
situations, has made possible the organization of each of these Soviet-French 
meetings. 
Now firmly established by these symposia, the links among scientists and research 
groups in both countries have become much easier to maintain in recent years. In 
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addition to the continuation of the series of Informatika symposia, it is hoped that 
these links will now form a basis of actual cooperation in theoretical computer science 
and programming. This special issue of TCS, I hope, will contribute to that aim. 
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